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LECTURES ON THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREAT- 
MENT OF DISEASES OF THE HEART. 


BY W. W. GERHARD, M. D. 
LECTURE XNXI. 

Tue disorders of other organs than the heart 
nearly all depend upon the anormal condition 
in which the whole vascular system is placed ; 
and result mainly from the fulness of the ca- 
pillary system. Thus cephalalgia is a very 
frequent accident ; when it occurs, it is usual- 
ly contusive, deep seated, and accompanied 
. flushing of the face, and other 
But as soon as 


with giddiness 
signs of active congestion. 


the blood has become watery, congestion of} 


the brain scarcely takes place except after ex- 
ercise, or other causes which excite the circu- 
Absolute rest will almost always pre- 

The tendency to congestion of the 
a thoracic 


Jation. 
vent it. 
Jungs has been already mentioned asa 
symptom: still it is secondary to the disorders 
of the heart proper, and only indirectly con- 
nected with the disease. 

The viscera of the abdomen rarely escape. 
The disorder of the liver is much more frequent 
than that of any other organ of this cavity; in 
its simplest form it is a mere engorgement, 
and even distension of the vessels of the organ 
from the difficulty in the venous circulation ; 
hence the organ enlarges, is indurated, and of 
course interferes with the due performance of 
digestion, and, to acertain extent, impedes res- 
piration, But if the engorgement continue, the 
usual change in the condition of the liver takes 
place, its nutrition is deeply altered, the acini 
in part enlarge, and become indurated, and 
in part are pressed upon by those which are 
already increased in size ; it loses the deep-red 
colour of early congestion, and assumes a yel- 
lowish tint; in other words, decided cyrrhosis 
is formed, The symptoms proper to the liver, 
as jaundice, &c., are often developed, and the 
case might be mistaken for one of original dis- 
ease of this organ, unless.the attention is 
drawn to the history of the symptoms and their 
evident starting point in the heart itself. Fla- 


tulence is another frequent symptom ; it seems 
Wuore No, 181, 102 

















to arise from the fewaiess Tguates which 
often accompanies hypertrophy, and is more 
marked than in other affections, because the im- 
pediment to the action of the heart, which arises 
from the distended abdomen, causes extreme 
dyspnea, The kidneys frequently participate 
in the disorder; generally they are not diseas- 
ed until the liver has previously suffered, and 
the affection then becomes a triple one, which 
is almost always followed by dropsical effusion 
much earlier than the uncomplicated disease of 


the heart. The disease of the kidneys ends, 


|if it does not begin, by the peculiar alteration 


of the cortical substance known under the 
name of granular degeneration, which is singu- 
larly analogous to the cyrrhosis of the liver, 
and seems to depend much upon the same 
causes, 


Progress and termination.—In most cases, 
hypertrophy, if once developed, especially if of 
the least simple kind, tends to pass to a more 
advanced stage, and the progress of the disease 
is, therefore, towards a fatal] termination, This 
is almost always the case, unless the patient 
remains for a long time at perfect rest; death 
may then take place in one of the two ways, 
either suddenly, or more slowly, from gradual 
exhaustion and dropsical effusions. In the 
simple varieties, the progress of the disease 
may be arrested, and, at most, it is so slow 
that it scarcely shortens the ordinary duration 
of life, unless it should produce some seconda- 
ry disorders of other viscera, 


Diagnosis and Prognosis.—This evidently 
depends mainly on the physical signs; for, al- 
though the oppressive palpitations and disa- 
greeable sensations of the patient, are all more 
or less indicative of the disorder; none of 
these signs are sufficient ; even when taken to- 
gether, they are rather uncertain. The physi- 
cal signs depending on measurement of extent, 
and of impulsion, are much more easy and cer- 
tain, and can rarely lead into error, The 
chances of mistake are, in fact, reduced almost 
to nothing, if the physician examines the patient 
at several times, and finds that the signs vary 
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but little. For the strong impulsion of a hy- 
pertrophied heart is very different from the 
quick jerking motion of one that is merely ex- 
cited by some temporary functional disturbance. 
The prognosis of hypertrophy is so completely 
dependent upon the progress of the disorder as 
to require very few remarks, If the patient 
retain a full vascular system, without suffering 
from extreme dyspnea on moderate exercise, 
and without a constant tendency to visceral en- 
gorgements, the prognosis is least unfavoura- 
ble. If he become anemic, and still suffer 
from much palpitation and oppression, the 
prognosis becomes extremely grave, for the 
strength declines while the local disease con- 
tinues unabated. ‘The rapidity of increase of 
the heart, and the ossification ofthe vessels also 
increase the danger, especially if the latter 
occur in the valves of the heart, as well as in 
the arteries, 

Treaiment.—Hypertrophy being either ori- 
ginally a disease of nutrition, or becoming so 
after a previous inflammatory disorder, it is 
very clear that no active antiphlogistic treat- 
ment can be decidedly curative, Indeed all 
treatment is simply moderative, designed to 
check the stimulation of the heart, and allow 
the natural powers to recover themselves, and, 
if possible, to regain the balance which is lost. 

The principal indication is,’therefore, to keep 
the heart as quiet as possible, by withdrawing 
all unnecessary stimulants, and by moderating 
that excess of action and of nutritive life which 
it has already acquired. Many of our most 
important means are, therefore, strictly hygie- 
nic, and these are amongst those whose utility 
is unquestionable. 

A patient who is affected with hypertrophy, 
must be informed that no sudden cure is possi- 
ble, and that the amelioration of his symptoms 
must depend in a great measure upon the ener- 
gy of his will, and his perseverance in watch- 
ing the influence of stimulating agents upon 
the heart. He should carefully avoid all ac- 
tive violent exercise, all extreme mental agita- 
tion, the use of stimulating drink, or of an ex- 
citing highly animalized diet, coffee, tobacco 
and other nervous excitants, amongst which ex- 
cessive venereal indulgence is one of the most 
powerful, Moderate exercise by walking, 
driving, or riding at an easy pace, is not to 
be forbidden, except for a short period during 
some temporary excitement of the heart, and 
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the diet should not be extremely rigid ; j, 
must be plain, but sufficient, with animal 
food in moderate quantity once daily, 

In moderately severe cases, the hygienic 
treatment, with the occasional application of 
cups to the region of the heart, will best ensure 
the comfort of the patient. Cups may be used 
whenever the action of the heart becomes op- 
pressed, or its impulsion decidedly increased, 
General blood-letting will produce relief under 
the same circumstances, and is habitually re- 
sorted to by many patients ; but there are some 
decided objections to its employment. If pre- 
scribed frequently for the relief of slight car- 
diac disturbance, it must be again resorted to 
whenever the necessity returns; and it willbe 
required more and more often as the patient 
becomes more feeble, and the blood less rich ; 
for itis a general law, that venesection will re- 
lieve a chronic disease of the heart by lessen- 
ing the quantity of blood which obstructs the 
action of the organ, but it increases its irritabi- 
lity, and enfeebles the patient. It is, there- 
fore, really a necessary evil, The objections to 
the use of cups are by no means so strong, nor 
does the application of them produce the same 
necessity of frequent repetition. 

In all cases in which the disease is not po- 
sitively active, we restrict our remedies to those 
just mentioned, but from time to time the hy- 
pertrophy seems to advance rapidly, the pa- 
tient suffers more, and the throbbing is almost 
incessant. This results from accidental in- 
flammation, or from temporary excitement. 
Bloodletting is then sometimes necessary to 
relieve the oppression, but it must be regarded 
as a purely temporary remedy, not to be re- 
peated unnecessarily, or carried to a large 
amount. After a moderate bleeding to dimi- 
nish the violent throbbing of the heart and ar- 
teries, the patient should keep as quiet as pos- 
sible during the attack, not taking active exer- 
cise of any kind. By these means the tem- 
porary excitement may in general be speedily 
removed. 

The use of digitalis is at times indicated, but, 
like bloodletting, it is better adapted for the re- 
moval of temporary attacks of palpitation and 
excitement, than for the radical cure of the 
disorder. If it be administered for a long period, 
it either loses, in a great degree, its peculiar 
control over the heart, or it must be urged to 
an extent which is dangerous, from the uncer- 
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tainty of its action when accumulated in the 
economy. for these reasons I have in a great 
measure abandoned the digitalis as a perma- 
nent remedy, restricting it to afew cases in 
which it acts decidedly, in small doses; and 
even in these cases [ prefer giving it with as- 
safetida or camphor, than to prescribing it 
alone, 

But when the hypertrophied heart is excit- 
ed, either from inflammation or other causes, 
digitalis is safe and highly useful as an adju- 
vant to more certain antiphlogistic means, It 
may be prescribed in the usual doses of ten 
drops of the tincture four times a day, or two- 
thirds of a grain at the same intervals, I have 
never in these doses seen any inconvenience re- 
sult from it where its action was watched, The 
infusion as usually prepared is extremely un- 
certain, but if itbe made carefully, and of given 
strength, with the addition of a sufficient 
quantity of sugar to make it into a syrup, it is 
preferable to the tincture. After the tempora- 
ry excitement of the heart is quieted, the digi- 
talis may be laid aside for a time, and again 
resumed when a like necessity arises, 


The object, then, of the treatment, is to re- 
move the causes which increase the tendency 
to hypertrophy ; to keep the heart as quiet as 
possible, and to arrest the causes which hasten 
the progress of the disease by giving a new 
activity to the growth of the heart. The 
clothing of the patient must be carefully at- 
tended to; without being oppressively warm, 
it should obviate as much as possible the rheu- 
matic attacks which favour heart diseases . 
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It appears that, in the report of the debate in 
the Philadelphia Medical Society, on the sub- 
ject of vaccination, published in our 48th num- 
ber, we have been misunderstood to infer that 
the process recommended by Dr, Benjamin H. 
Coates was expressly designed to draw blood 
from the part subjected to the operation, in or- 
der to render it more effectual, That gentleman 
merely recommends the removal of a visible disk 
of the entire thickness of the cuticle in pre- 
ference to making a mere slit, as usually direct- 
ed. The process recommended by the lecturer 





of that evening was not intended to be claimed 
as originating with himself. It was mention- 
ed tohim by Dr, J. W. Moore, and may 
have been very probably derived from the pro- 
cess of Dr, B. H. Coates. The last named 
practitioner also objects to the manner of our 
statement that he thought an imperfect vacci- 
nation might yield considerable protection 
against small pox. He states that his infer- 
ence was based upon the almost universal em- 
ployment of the scab in this country, ‘a re- 
source well known to render the vaccination 
imperfect in the eyes of the severer Euro- 
peans;”’ yet .as the history of variolous epi- 
demics in this country does not show any de- 
ficiency of protection here, when compared 
with European results, ‘*the inference is una- 
voidable, and may fairly be extended to other 
grades of imperfection in the process,”’ 





Many of our distant subscribers have recent- 
ly inquired if any essential change is contem- 
plated in the tone and character of the Exam- 
iner in the new series to be commenced in 
January next. ‘They express satisfaction with 
the journal as heretofore conducted, and, in 
general, deprecate the proposed curtailment in 
its size. We find, too, the impression here 
and there entertained that the journal is to pass 
entirely into other hands—the editors whose 
names are now prefixed to it relinquishing all 
active participation in conducting it, We wish 
to correct these misconceptions. No radical 
change is intended in the character of the jour- 
nal. It is the object of the editors to main- 
tain the practical tone which has heretofore 
distinguished it, while they hope to give it in- 
creased efficiency and spirit in the same direc- 
tion, by an accession of strength in the edito- 
rial department. Drs, Biddle and Gerhard 
will continue to be co-editors of the journal, in 
conjunction with Dr, Reynell Coates, who will 
assume the duties of acting editor from the 
commencement of the new series, The dimi- 
nution in the price of subscription, will not be 
followed by a corresponding diminution in the 
amount of matter furnished. Each number of 
the new series will contain sixteen octavo 
pages, but the cover will be omitted, which 
now subjects subscribers to double rates of 
postage. 

The Examiner, we may, we think, venture 
to say, will be found to be a compendium of 
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whatever is most valuable in the progress of 
medicine, surgery, and the collateral sciences, 
Communications to our columns from original 
sources, supported by a thorongh analysis of 
the American medical journals, will present a. 
faithful record of the improvements which ori- 
ginate in our own country. The European 
journals are in our hands almost immediately 
after publication, regularly transmitted through 
the steamships. Selections from these, to be 
in most instances annotated by the editors, 
will occupy a large space in the journal. The 
most distant reader will thus, within a short 
period after the publication of the Europe- 
an periodicals, be in possession of what is 
best worth reading, carefully winnowed from 
the entire mass. We shall give regular elini- 
cal reports from the hospitals of Philadelphia, 
and we intend to extend them to those of other 
cities. Notices and reviews of new publica- 
tions will be found as heretofore. 
jects of medieal politics and ethies, now ra- 
pidly rising in interest, will be temperately 
but thoroughly discussed, ‘To medical educa- 
tion, a topic much neglected, we hope to awa- 
ken the particular attention of our readers. 
Altogether independent of cliques and institu- 
tions—neither the creation nor organ of any 
school—our position is a guarantee that we 
shall treat these subjects with a single view 
to the best interests of the profession at 
large. 

The journal has another claim upon the confi- 
dence of the profession, It is owned as well 
as edited by physicians. It can never be made 
the puffing herald of a publishing house, nor 
can feelings or interests without the pale of 
the profession, be brought to bear upon its 
course. Thus isolated—having the ample re- 
sources of a medicat metropolis at command— 
we may fairly hope, with an increase of edi- 
torial strength, to publish an independent and 
useful journal. Aiming mainly to make ita 
record of valuable information, collated from 
all available sources, the staple matter of its 
columns wil! be purely scientific. In the dis- 
cussion of collateral topics, which, though 
perhaps less immediately interesting to all 
readers, are of vital importance to the general 
interests of our noble profession, we shall be 
brief—always bearing in mind that we are 
writing chiefly for the working practi- 
tiener, 


The sub-| : ong ple 
| system, the results cannot by possibility consist 
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LECTURE OF DR, 

Having repudiated the attempt to connect 
the nervous phenomena forming the subject of 
the lecture with the action of any known agent 
in imponderable chemistry, and having dis- 
proved, to his own satisfaction, their necessa- 
ry connection with the mind of the patient, Dr, 
Coates endeavoured to free the subject from 
the mass of physical and metaphysical non- 
sense with which it has been loaded by char- 
latanry and imaginative assumption, in order 
to point out the rational route of investigation 
in researches into the eause or history of those 
phenomena. 


The cause being, according to his argument, 
purely physical, and acting solely or. the nervous 


in any thing else than the diminution, eleva- 
tion, modification, or transfer of the natural 
functions of the nervous fibres, or the establish- 
ment of nervous functions altogether novel in 
character. He proceeded to comment upon 
the natural displays of most of these changes, - 
in diseases affecting the nervous system of 
animal life ; as the peculiar relations between 
the fibres of this system and consciousness and 
will, (which powers Dr, Coates regards—not 
as functions of the nerves or brain, but as pure- 
ly psycological attributes, merely awakened 
inty action by the organic structure ofanimals,) 
enable us to study their changes through their 
secondary mental consequences. 


With regard to elevations and depressions 
of nervous functions by disease, illustrations 
were adduced from the intense susceptibility 
of the eye and ear in phrenitis, &c., and the 
loss of their functional power in many morbid 
conditions of the frame, unattended with any 
structural or local change in those organs, as 
in symptomatic amaurosis, &c. 

Both these states were witnessed, says the 
lecturer, in the case of the literary gentleman 
subjected to mesmeric action, whose case has 
been already mentioned. In this case the 
acuteness of hearing was duplicated, and the 
sense of sight apparently lost, This elevation 


or depression was considered by the lecturer 
as a sufficient explanation of many of the phe- 
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nomena of the mesmeric catalepsy and hys- withont carrying us bey ond the bounds of phy- 
teria. sical or physiological probability : and here it 
Modifications of the functions of the nerves, | iS preper to remark that the lecturer regards 
he remarked, are also common—as is evidenced | Physiology as a purely physical science; deny- 
by the phenomena of dreams, visions, and op- ing that consciousness, will, or any veritably 
tical illusions, in which the mind receives im- | mental phenomenon, is essentially the result of 
pressions of form, eolour, and other properties | the organization of an animal ;—being a pure 
of matter, whether the object has a real exist- | immaterialist in metaphysical faith. 
ence or not, and this on account-of the opera- {| On the subject of transfers of function from 
tion of agents upon the nervous fibres, which, jone nerve to another, Dr. C. dilated on the 
in their nermal condition, could not awaken | vicarious actions of one organforanother, The 
any such perceptions. Colour may be per- | Skin takes on, he thinks, an increased respira- 
ceived when no light reaches the eye; vividand | tory office in cases of diseased lungs ;—it pro- 
apparently real objects may be impressed on the | bably acts for the liver in jaundice;—it secretes 
mind when no such object was present. From | Stercoraceous effluvia in the fetid sudor of 
these facts, the lecturer argued that other than strangulated hernia;—it discharges urinous 
the natural stimuli may act ona nerve,when in | matter in some diseased conditions of the kid- 
a condition modified by disease, in such a way | MEYS. 
as to produce on the mind the effects of the na- | The universality of ossifieation, and the his- 
tural stimulus, and hence, that it would not be | tory of fractures, show that all the organs, and 
entirely out of the order of nature that light | the common cellular tissues are capable of se- 
should awaken hearing,and the waves of sound, creting bone, &c. Whence he arrives at the 
the sense of sight—as pressure on the eye is | ‘conclusion that the Jaw of vicarious action is 
well known to do. He contended that there ‘universal among the organs, though the action 
was nothing in the structure of the eye abso- is always modified by the peculiarities of the 
lutely essential to sight; for that insects evi- structure in such cases. But the vicarious ac- 
dently saw a single object just as distinctly | tion is more facile and perfect when the organ 
with eyes that repeated the image many hun- | which is morbidly charged with the function 
dred times, as man with only a single image | very nearly resembles in structure that by 
on each eye; and many of the inferior animals, | which it is performed in health; as when the 
such as certain worms and moluse, evidently | skin takes on the action of the abdominal or 
possess vision or its equivalent, without any ‘thoracic mucous membrane, ‘The mutual re- 
thing worthy the name of eye—the partof the ‘semblance in structure of the various nerves 
surface in which the power resides being co- | would lead us to conclude, a priori, that one 
vered with cuticle, ora modification of cuticle, | nerve might readily enact the part of another, 
without any subjacent structure capable of re | if we were careful to separate the truly nervous 


ceiving or forming an image at all—a fact well | ‘functions from the mental phenomena of sensa- 
The | tion, so universally confused with them in phy- 
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known to all comparative anatomists, 
lecturer saw, therefore, nothing contrary to the | 'Siological reasonings. ' 

usual order of nature in the supposition that | This vicarious action, he says, may account 
animals might see by means of the skin, for several phenomena of the mesmeric state, 


Granting the truth of the doctrine that the and he once held the opinion that it might ex- 
nervous system of one individual may exert a| | plain many asserted facts which he now refers 
physical influence over that of another indivi- 'to the peculiar sense usually, but perhaps un- 
dual, this modification of function in the ner- | fortunately, termed clairvoyance, 
vous system might account for the apparent Clairvoyance, the lecturer contends, is not 
community of senses between the mesmeric | sight, but a peculiar sense existing in all ani- 
subject and the operator; for the influence of} mals, but commonly escaping attention, be- 
the nervous system of the latter exerted upon | cause, in man, and during health, it exists on- 
the nerves of the former, already modified by | ly in that faint degree which, to adopt the lan- 
disease, might awaken in his mind the hallu- | guage of comparative anatomists, may be term- 
gination of the sense of taste, smell, or vision, ed typical, Children have it more perfectly 
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than adults—savages, more marked than the 
civilized man—and the congenitally blind, far 
more conspicuously than those who enjoy vi- 
sion, Bat, like all other senses, it may be al- 
most indefinitely elevated by disease. It is 
this which gives to many individuals that clear 
perception of an approach to an obstacle in 
perfect darkness which many attribute to the 
reaction of air, or the existence of an atmos- 
phere around solids, but which enables many 
to recognise a vacuity as well as a solid obsta- 
cle. ‘To study the sense which perceives ob- 
jects without contact, it is necessary to ob- 
serve its display in those inferior animals in 
whom it exists—not typically buat in high per- 
fection. The horse, in the most misty and 
darkest night, trembles and obstinately refuses 
to proceed on approaching a precipice, The 
bat, with its eyes extinguished, flies round an 
apartment (full of obstacles without touching 
any of them, choses his perch, and throws his 
claw upon it with great certainty, if Spallan- 
zini is to be believed. 


The bees wander through forests for miles, 
by the most devious course, and return, when 
loaded, in a straight line to the hive, Even 
when made to travel during the night, and la- 
bour during the day, on their way to more 
flowery regions, as is the custom in some parts 
of Holland and Belgium, the change of scene 
does not confuse them; they return in a 
**bee line” before nightfall, very few being 
lost. The cat, carried for miles from home in 
a sac, usually returns very directly to the 
kitchen, and the pig, under the same circum- 
stances, takes the most direct practicable route 
to the sty, sometimes even sacrificing its life 
in the attempt to swim rivers for this purpose. 
Bat of all the examples, the strongest is fur- 
nished by the carrier pidgeon, which, when 
taken hundreds of miles from home, returns 
direct toits nest, though a large mass of the 
earth’s rotundity intervenes between it and the 
object of its search, and no elevation capable 
of sustaining wing or life can enable it to em- 
ploy the sense of vision as a guide, These 
phenomena are usually attributed to ‘in. 
stinct;”’ but Dr. C. considered it impossible 
to give any definition of instinct which would 
in any degree explain them: he regarded the 
attempt as a most miserable apology for igno- 
rance, and believed them all to result from the 
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existence of a peculiar sense, by the aid of 
which the nerves are physically impressed by 
external things without contact, and at indefi- 
nite distances. 

He next mentioned several individuals in 
Philadel phia,—himself among the number,— 
who in youth or manhood enjoyed this sense 
in a degree somewhat wonderful,—which he 
declared to be not more remarkable than that 
some persons could exercise the attolleates and 
retrahentes auris muscles, though others could 
not: also, cases of rare indiosyncracy, in which 
the power existed in astonishing perfection, 
and among these was the celebrated instance 
of the old man who was stationed on the Sig- 
nal Hill at the Mauritius and foretold the arri- 
val of vessels, regularly and surely for years, 
when they were distant more than a hundred 
miles from the island : a fact not explicable by 
the existence of a mirage, which is never per- 
manent anddependable. The lecturer then re- 
ferred to several cases in which the sense was 
plainly and cleary developed under his own 
observation in somnambulism and natural hys- 
teria, as well as in those npon whom he had 
operated himself in the mesmeric state—and 
explained the cause of the frequent apparent 
errors in the perceptions of the clairvoyant, by 
the imperfection of the developement of the 
sense and its consequent vagueness in those 
cases : stating that it was as reasonable to ex- 
pect a man to see objects distinctly and de- 
scribe them accurately, with eyes obscured by 
nebula, as to ask such results from those in 
whom the clairvoyance was not sufficiently 
developed. 

He next proceeded to disprove many of the 
hypothetical notions which have induced ob- 
servers to mistake the meaning of the pheno- 
mena actually exhibited in the mesmeric cata- 
lepsy and hysteria, by leading them to observe 
through a false medium of prejudice. 

The presence of metals cannot interfere with 
the mesmeric coadition, he remarked, in virtue 
of their chemical properties ; for Mesmer him- 
self produced his results by means of metallic 
combinations. Metals or magnets cannot be 


necessary to the results, for when the tractors 
of Perkins were cast aside, the effects of ma- 
nipulation,were unaltered. The'mind of the pa- 
tient is not under the government of the will of 
the operator, though generally influenced by tt, 
doubtless through its reaction on the nervous 
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system of the operator; for the patients often 
refuse to obey his orders, and, in clairvoyance, 
will frequently describe things unintended by 
him or unknown to him, and this in direct defi- 
ance of his stubborn purpose; as happened seve- 
ral times in the course of the experiments of the 
operator. Some patients will converse indif- 
ferently with any one present, others only with 
the operator, others again only with persons 
*‘ placed in connection” by joining hands or 
with those who touch the operator. By a finesse, 
some of the latter class can be madeto refuse 
to speak with one * placed in connection,” and 
to reply only to some other individual near 
him. In fine, from his own experiments, and 
the verbal report of a friend on those of Pro- 
fessor Horner, Dr. C. is convinced that the 
subject of experiment is cognizant of all that 
passes, but generally converses only with the 
one to whom the attention is most strongly di- 
rected ; because the sense of clairvoyance is 
often as distinctly under the command of the 
proper will of the patient, as far as the direc- 
tion of attention is concerned, as is the sense 
of sight in a healthy man, The motions per- 
formed uncer the unexpressed will of the ope- 
rator, (of the existence of which there can be 
no doubt,) appear to be purely involuntary and 
abstractly physical. Manipulation is not es- 
sential to the production of the mesmeric con- 
dition, for it often occurs without such inter- 
vention. Why it should be promoted by such 
ridiculous means is inexplicable, unless on 
the supposition that, by action upon the mind 
of the patient, it produces a reaction on the 
nervous system, disturbing it and thus render- 
ing it more susceptible of the morbid change 
upon which depends the modification of its 
functions, 

It is to be regretted that our limited space, 
and the practical character of this Journal, will 
not allow us to do the lecturer justice by quot- 
ing the many curious facts by which he sup- 
ported his peculiar views. The length of the 
lecture and other circumstances precluded the 
possibility of much debate, and we therefore 
omit the remarks by Dr. B. H. Coates, Prof. 
Huston, and Dr. Wiltbank, trusting that before 
the season closes the subject of the functions of 
the nervous system wil! become the subject of 
further comment. We close this article with 
the concluding paragraphs of the lecture. 

** All the phenomena of the seeming govern- 





ment of the will, really result from the physi- 
cal impressions directing or enticing the atten- 
tion of the patient through the medium of the 
nervous system of the operator—itself modi- 
fied, it may be, by the reaction of his mind.— 
But the impressions conveyed through the 
sense of clairvoyance are received by the 


mind of the subject in the same manneras the ~ 


impressions on the sense of tact. The mind 
of the patient, then, instead of being the pri- 
mary link in the chain of causes which pro- 
duce the mental phenomena observed in the 
mesmeric condition, miscalled sleep, as the 
metaphysical dreamers would have us believe, 
is, in reality, the very last link in the series. 

‘* Believing that the very curious facts con- 
nected with the several trains of symptoms 
exhibited in Hysteria, Catalepsy, Somnam- 
bulism, and the result of what is termed by 
many Mesmerism, have hitherto stood in great 
degree isolated from the domain of science, 
and have furnished plausible foundation for 
many monstrous opinions at war with religion, 
morals, health and happiness. I have endea- 
voured this evening, to point out the only 
chain of concatenation by which they appear 
to me capable of scientific association, 

‘If my views be correct, there is nothing 
true in mesmerism which admits not of expla- 
nation upon principles parallel with those al- 
ready established in Physiology—nothing mi- 
raculous—nothing more mysterious than is 
existence itself. But, perceiving, without the 
aid of more mental ec/airvoyance than should 
belong to every philosophical investigator, 
that the study of the mutual vital reactions of 
the nervous systems of different individuals is 
destined to give birth to a new and most im- 
portant era in physical and moral science 
when we lie low, | was unwilling that the 
dread of persecution, or the much more serious 
danger of misconception, should deter me, as it 
has done many, from bearing testimony to the 
truth of valuable facts, and making the state- 
ment of legitimate conclusions, because the 
whole subject has been rendered demoralising 
by the infidel and ridiculous by the charla- 
tan. 

‘+ Neither the anathemas of Popes, the con- 
demnation of academies, nor the outcry of the 
ignorant, can render less honourable the calm 
pursuit of scientific truth, And in the defence 
of the opinions merely shadowed forth in the 
course of this ill digested lecture before this 
logical and reasoning tribunal,—Mr. President, 
and gentlemen of the Society!—There lies 
my glove.” 
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Case of accidental rupture of the Uterus, with 
escape of oneor more futuses into the abdominal 
cavity. By Henry R. Ranpett, M.R.C.S,— 
Mrs, , of this village (Acle,) etatis 35, 








of pale aspect, but plump appearance, sent for 
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me in the evening of the 3d of April, 1841, in 
consequence of her having been attacked dur- 
ing the day with pain in the lower and fore 
part of the abdomen, recurring at intervals of 
about a quarter of an hour. She stated that 
she believed herself to be about five months 
advanced in pregnancy, and had felt the mo- 
tions of the fetus about three weeks previ- 
ously. She had passed water repeatedly since 
the commencement of pain, but there had been 
no escape of any other fluid from the vagina, 
The pulse was 92; tongue a little white, and 
she was thirsty. ‘The bowels had not been 
relieved for three days, and she was naturally 
very costive. Whilst sitting by her bed-side 
she experienced a recurrence of pain; and 
placing my hand upon the abdomen, I felt im- 
mediately a decided uterine contraction. 

There was a good deal of tenderness gene- 
rally about the whole abdominal surface, which 
she said she had felt for some time. I re- 
marked to her also the extreme enlargement of 
it for a person no further advanced in pregnan- 
cy than she had stated herself to be; and in 
reply she observed, that she was not exactly 
certain, for she had been taken very unwell 
about six weeks previously, and had been once 
slightly so since that period, and ever since 
she had felt altogeher very strangely att mes, 
She was certain, however, she had not felt the 
child until within the last three weeks, and 
then but very faintly. Considering it proba- 
ble that premature labour was about to com- 
mence, I merely ordered her to keep quiet in 
bed, and to take an ounce of castor oil immedi- 
ately ; and if it did not relieve the bowels by 
the morning, to repeat the dose, and likewise 
to foment the abdomen by warm moist flan- 
nels, and to acquaint me in the event of a re- 
currence of pain. 

4th.—She passed a restless night until near 
morning, when, after copious relief from the 


bowels, the pain left her, and she fell asleep | 


fora few hours. There was, however, some 
little feverish excitement remaining, to re- 
move which I ordered two scruples of the 
citras potasse every four hours, and directed 
her to take only broth, tea, and gruel, in the 
way of diet, &c. 

Towards evening she again complained of 
pain, but it was of a different kind, and occa- 
pied only the left hypochondriam, and was of 


- ~ 
ee 


draught to be taken immediately, and the side 
rubbed twice a day with this embrocation— 
Liquor Ammon, Fort., Tinct. Opii, aa, 3ij,; 

Lin. Camph. c. 5j. ft. embrocatic. 

On the Sth she was better, had passed a 
good night, and was free from pain. I there. 
fore merely ordered her to continue the pow- 
ders and embrocation, 

In the evening, however, she again sent for 
me in consequence of an increase of pain, 
which had resumed the periodical character jt 
first had; and therefore, to satisfy my mind 
fully, I proposed an examination per vaginam, 
to which she assented. On the closest inves. 
tigation, however, I foand not the slightest dj- 
lation, or discharge; but the os tince appeared 
as small and as rigicly contracted as in the 
virgin state; I therefore simply ordered her to 
repeat the anodyne draught as before, to use 
poppy fomentations, and, as the pain was 
seated completely on the left side, afterwards 
to apply a blister. 

On the 6th she was much better. I merely 
continued the powders, ‘The blister had en- 
_tirely removed the pain. The bowels, howey- 
'er, had not been relieved since the 4th; ] 
| therefore requested her to repeat the castor 

oil. 

From this time she daily improved until the 
|10th, when, in the night, she was suddenly 
| Seized with hemorrhage from the uterus,accom- 

panied with occasional small grinding; pains, 

which continued from 2 o’clock, a.m. until 8 
A.M., When both appeared as suddenly to cease. 
She stated, however, that, a she felt 
in every respect better, she had been very faint 
during the night; and, notwithstanding this 
feeling had in a great degree gone off, yet she 
still feit very ** oddly.”’ ‘This determined me 
to make another very careful external examin- 
ation, for J] entertained some suspicion, from 
the altogether unusual character of her sy mp- 
toms, that there was something extraordinary 
/in the ease, which I could not satisfactortly 
account for. On doing sol was instantly and 

very forcibly struck with the very plain man- 

few in which 1 could now feel the fetus, its 
| knees, elbows, &c. and below it apparently 
‘the enlarged uterus very distinctly. The 
/whole abdomen, too, appeared enlarged since 
y first examination, and the child appeared 








/m 


a sharp stitchy character, more like that aris- | to lie transversely across it, principally above 
ing from intercostal rheumatism. The quiet the umbilicas. I merely ordered her to keep 
state of the pulse, and abatement of the fever-| quiet in bed until 1 should see her again, to 
ish state in which I found her in the morning, | live on a slight spare diet, and take a sixth 
convinced me it was not inflammatory but part of the following mixture every four 


rheumatic; and, upon inquiry, I found that 
the door, which is close to the bed side, was | 
kept open during the time the attendant had 
been fomenting the abdomen on the previous 
night: the weather also being very cold, eoed 
no fire in the room, it left no doubt in my own 
mind that it arose entirely from this cause: | 





therefore merely ordered her an anodyne 


hours :— 


Potass, Nitrat, Zij.; Tinct. Opii, gr. xxx.3 
Infus, Rosar. 3viij. ft. mistura, 


In the evening of this day the pain abated, 
and she felt altogether better. 

11th.—Has passed a good night, and had no 
return of pain or hemorrhage, I now made 
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another careful examination both externally 
and internally, and the result was that I be- 
came convinced, from the very plain and unu- 
sually distinct manner in which I could define 
the head, limbs, and trunk, of the fetus, its 
ribs, &c, that it was a case of extra uterine 
fetation. ‘The os tince was still closed, and 
its neck appeared so much contracted as to 
render it extremely tuberose to the touch, All 
hemorrhage had ceased as well as pain. The 
extraordinary nature of the case rendered it de- 
sirable that my own opinion should be con- 
firmed by another’s, and I therefore at once pro- 
posed aconsultation, Dr. Lubbock was soon 
after called in, and having instituted a very 
minute and careful examination, he came to 
the same conclusion as myself, that it was ur- 
doubtedly a case of the nature I have described, 


and wished that exactly the same plan of 


treatment should be pursued, and the patient 


her till six in the evening, when, on my return 
from visiting my other patients, I found they 
had twice sent for me. 

On examination at this time I found the os 
uteri two-thirds dilated, the fetal head pre- 
senting, and just dipping below the superior 
margin of the pelvis, and that there had been a 
constant draining of arterial coloured blood 
\during the day. The pulse, however, was 
good, she had taken a good deal of nourish- 
ment, and had not once complained of feeling 
faint. As the pains appeared tolerably effi- 
cient, I suffered her to go on without rendering 
cher any more than the ordinary assistance ; 
‘but after waiting three-quarters of an hour, 
finding the head made no progress, and that 
\the pains also began to flag, 1 gently intro- 
'duced the vectis, and speedily extracted the 


—— which appeared to haveattained the age 








of seven months. But little contraction of the 


for the present left as much as possible to na- | uterus followed, although I gave her (as is my 
ture. | usual custom) 35 drops of jaudanum, and half 
On the 12th there was a slight return of an ounce of brandy, in a wine glassful of cold 
hemorrhage, but no change in any other re-| or tepid water, and made use of pressure and 
spect, ‘friction with my hand on the abdomen for 
On the 13th she was much the same, and J] | twenty minutes orlonger. On doing so} how- 
therefore ordered 3ij. Tinct. kino, to be added | ever, I still felt the foetus in the abdomen as 
to the mixture, and napkins soaked in equal | plainly as ever, only that it now appeared to 
parts of vinegar and water to be worn. |have sunk a little lower down; and thinking 
On the 14th the discharge had ceased, and | it just possible that the parietes of the uterus 
only a small quantity of watery fluid escape:i , might be extraordinarily thin in this case, so 
at the time of passing the urine; she therefore !as to deceive me as to its being extra-uterine 
discontinued the napkins, and simply went on | (although I believed I could still plainly dis- 
with the mixture. I had all along ordered her | tinguish the uterus by itselfin the hypogastric 
to be kept quite cool, and to have plenty of region, only more contracted than before,) I 
fresh air, to wear a loose dress, and in the day- | determined, as there were no urgent symptoms, 
time to repose on the outside of the bed. ‘to waita little, previous to my attempting to 
She continued in this way, without any ma- | extract the placenta, as is usual with me at the 
terial alteration in her feelings, until the 20th, | expiration of this portion of time from delive- 
with the exception of all loss of feeling re- ‘ry. No flooding or any other untoward symp- 
specting the fetus, since the last attack of|tom succeeding, I waited for an hour and 
hemorrhage, and that the abdomen appeared | three-quarters, when, for the first time since 
to be more relaxed and flabby. The fetus, the birth of the fetus, she suffered a slight 
too, which, if possible, was to be more dis-| pain; this was soon followed by others, and 
tinctly felt than ever, she remarked, appeared iby gentle flooding. I immediately introduced 
to settle or gravitate to the most depending | my fingers as high as I could reach, and felt 
part, according to whichever side she rested | nothing but the placenta. I then gently in- 
upon; although its principal situation was ‘troduced the left hand into the uterus, and still 
still on the right side of the umbilicus, and ano feetus was to be felt. 
little above it. On the morning of this day,| Having satisfied myself, therefore, that the 
however (20th,) she had been attacked with other child was not in the cavity of the uterus, 
small grinding pains, and had passed a few I proceeded at once to extract the placenta, 
coagula, mixed with what appeared to be por- |which I found: partially adherent to the fundus 
tions of deciduous membrane. I therefore uteri; and on -eparating it carefully with my 
made an examination per vaginam, and for the | nails throughout its whole extent, I found a 
first time felt the os tince relaxed and dilated ‘portion of it elongated, and stretched toward 
to the extent of a crown-piece, and its mouth the upper and back part of the left side of the 
occupied by acoagulum. On removing this, | uterus. On tracing this elongated portion very 
and introducing the index within its cavity, I carefully, I found that it perforated the uterus 
felt, although scarcely within touch, something ‘at this part, by means of what appeared to my 
like the head of a fetus. I therefore direct- | touch a somewhat narrow irregularly oval sort 
ed her to kee p very quiet, to take only broth and of opening, the edges of which felt contracted 
gruel alternately, in order to support her and tense, and which was barely sufficient to 
Sirength, and to acquaint me as soon as the admit the index more than half way, and be- 
pains begin toincrease. I heard no more from }yond which I could feel nothing but what 
Wuoxe No, 181. 103 
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imagined to be softened placenta. I therefore 
‘detached this elongated portion of placenta, 
which readily gave way on slight stretching, 
and removed the whole. The contraction of 
‘the uterus followed the immediate withdrawal 
of the hand, and consequently there was no 
further hemorrhage. 

I immediately placed my hand upon the 
naked abdomen, and could now distinctly feel 
the empty and contracted uteras; the fetus 
before mentioned in nearly the Same situation; 
and above the situation of the iliac fossa in the 
left side, another substance, which gave the 
‘idea, trom its irregularity, &c. of another foetus; 
but this, of course, was doubtful, as I could 
not clearly define it. The case, however, was 
now perfectly clear to my own mind, viz. that 
she had sustained, by some means or other, a 
rupture of the uterus, and that the fetus or 
feetuses had escaped from the uterus into the 
abdominal cavity, whilst one, and most likely 
that which happened tc be most inferiorly si- 
tuated, had remained. Or it might be that the 
retained one had pursued its proper course, 
whilst the other or others had escaped from the 
fallopian tube at the first into the abdomen, if 
at least such a case be possible. Upon inqui- 
ry, however, subseqnently, i learnt that about 
six weeks prior to this period, she was one day 
in the act of pumping from a pump, the handle 
of which was suspended higher thar. usual, 
and that consequently she had been obliged to 
use considerable exertion in order to raise the 
water; and, whilst doing so, she experienced 
a very strange sensation in her abdomen, ac- 
companied with fainting, which obliged her 
instantly to come in and lie down on her bed, 
Very soon after she was taken unwell, with a 
good deal of pain and soreness, and that these 
symptoms continued with very little variation 
for nearly a week, and obliged her, from the 
excessive feeling of weakness they induced, to 
keep her bed nearly all that time, After keep- 
ing perfectly still, however, for the period I 
have mentioned, and taking a little castor oil 
occasionally, she began to mend, although 
she had not ‘elt so strong ever since as she had 
done before, and found herself incapable of the 
least exertion. Such was the account she 
gave me, 

Having gently supported the abdomen with 
a broad bandage, I directed her to be placed in 
bed, and the most perfect quietude enjoined. 
At the end of an hour I again visited her, and 
found her as comfortable as could be expected. 
No flooding had supervened, there had been 
but very slight pain, and she seemed disposed 
to be affected by the opiate. I therefore left 
her for the night, desiring that I might imme- 
diately be sent for if any change arose in the 
symptoms. 

2ist.—I visited her at half-past six, and 
found she had slept only half an hour. She 
had felt but very little pain, but complained of 





very great exhaustioa, and cold clammy per- 


spirations. Pulse 132, and feeble: no hamor- 
rhage, however, but a very copious discharge 
of highly offensive watery fluid. There was 
but very little tenderness of the abdomen, and, 
on examination the uterus could be felt firmly 
contracted, just above the pubes, and the two 
other foetuses as plainly as before. No urine 
had been passed. I ordered her to takea 
fourth part of the following mixture every four 
hours. 


Ammon. Sube. 3ij. ; Tinet. Cinch. Co.. Tinct. 
Hyosey, aa. 3ij.; Mist: Camph. 3yj. ft, 
mist, 

At the end of a week from delivery I again 
carefully examined the abdomen externally, 
and now as plainly as ever felt the fetus in the 
hypogastric region: the presence of a second 
feetus was, however, no longer clearly to be 
detected. The lochial discharge, though ir- 
regular, still continued, but was less fetid, 
and the general health was rapidly improving. 

May 27th.—F rom the last date to the present 
period she had been progressively improving 
and gaining strength. 

August 7th. Up to the present period she 
has contiuued as well as might be expected. 
She still retains a more than usually blanched 
countenance, and is incapable of much exer- 
tion, although she walks out a short distance 
whenever the state of the weather and roads 
permit. ‘The catamenia have returned and are 
regular,—London Med. Gaz 


Action of Hydrocyanic Acid, etc. upon the 
Eye. By A. Turnsutt, M. D.—It is a well- 
known fact that the eyes of those who have 
been destroyed by hydrocyanic acid fora length 
of time after death show none of the usual 
symptoms of dimness, On the contrary, the 
eye is clear, and the pupil much dilated, This 
satisfied me that the acid exerted a specific 
action upon the eye, which might be made 
available as a medical agent for relieving ma- 
ny of the diseases to which that organ is so 
subject. 

My first experiment was undertaken in 1837; 
with the diluted acid, by dippinga sponge into 
it, and rubbing it upon the forehead for the 
space of a few minutes, which gave the skin 
a very red appearance; but the patient expe- 
rienced not the least sense of heat, and the pu- 
pil was slightly dilated. I continued to use 
this with very beneficial effects in incipient 
cataract, opacities of the cornea, inflammation, 
amaurosis, iritis, &c,. Of late I have substi- 
tuted the vapour of the concentrated acid to the 
eye with much more decided effect, and with- 
out the slightest danger. ‘The plan | general- 
ly adopt, is to put into an ounce-phial a drachm 
of the acid, and hold it in close contact with 
the eye, the eyelid being open, for the space 
of about half a minute, or until such time as 
the patient feels a little warmth, or the person 
holding the phial sees the pupil greatly dilated, 
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and the vessels of the eye injected with blood, 
which is the invariable effect of the applica- 
tion of the acid, ‘The patient is notsensible of 
pain from this peculiar state being induced, 
which appears to me to result from the power- 
fully sedative influence of the acid, thereby 
showing that two opposite powers—to wit, 
stimulating and sedative—are exerted at the 
same time ; and thereby the uneasiness arising 
generally from a stimulant alone is prevented. 
Its great power in removing these diseases 
chiefly arises from the two powers being so 
blended, and thus enabling the eye to bear a 
sufficient stimulating action without injury. 
The person who holds the acid to the eye 
should be careful not to allow the patient to 
smell it, 





The essential oil of bitter almonds I use for 
the same diseases. I put two drachms of wa-| 
ter to two drachms of the oil, in an ounce-phial, | 
and hold it in the same way to the eye as the | 
acid; but its effects are not precisely alike. 


The feeling induced by the oil is soothing, and | 
generally relieves all sense of pain, even of tic | 
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might have been feared in the following case 
by M. Voillemier :~- 

The patieft having escaped the first dangers 
which attend every extra uterine pregnancy, 
and which seemed still more imminent on the 
day when labour pains came on, thought her- 
self suddenly delivered: the pains ceased, the 
abdomen diminished. in size, and she regained 
her heaith. But after a year, without any 
known cause, she had dull pains.in the hypo- 
gastrium ; and, her health being again deranged 
she came into the Clinical Hospital on the 
18th of August, 1838, being then forty-one 
years old, After making the necessary inqui- 
ries of preceding history, and an attentive exa- 
mination of the abdomen, a large fetus was 
discovered. Above the upper aperture of the 


pelvis on the right side, there was a round so- 
lid tumour formed by the head; higher up,. 


and towards the left and forepart, there was a 
flat surface, with some irregularities, which it 
was thought was formed by the vertebra; and 
more to the right, and below the ribs, there 
was another tumor presenting several projec- 


douloureux, without sensibly dilating the pu-| tions, but nothing very distinct. The fetus, 


pil, or causing much redness of the eye. I) 
find it very useful in taking away the heat | 


occasioned by the hydrocyanic acid.—London 
Medical Gazette. 





Extra-Uterine Fetation, Removal of the 
Fetus through the Vagina. By M. Voi.e- 
Mirr.—Baudelocque first conceived the idea of 
delivering women affected with extra-uterine 
conceptions, through the vagina. Since his 
time the operation has been often performed ; 
and sometimes the mother, sometimes the 
child, and sometimes both, have been saved. 
Whenever it can be performed, the operation 
is preferable to gastrotomy ; but should it be 
resorted to when the fetus is certainly dead ? 
This is a question still to be resolved; for so 
many cases have been seen in which fetuses, 
having become congested, have given no trou- 
ble for several years, and so many in which 
women have died of operations, that in general 
these cases have been left to nature. Dubois 
and Boyer thus left a case, of which the re- 
markable history was given by M. Thivet 
(Ball. de la Soc, Anatomique, 1839): the fe- 
tus remained for eighteen years in its mother’s 
peritoneal cavity, and she died of a strangulat- 
ed umbilical hernia independent of it. In 
other cases, after an uncertain length of time, 
a process is set up by which the fetus or its 
debris are discharged either by the rectum or 
by the vagina, and then the cure may follow ; 
but in yet other cases the cyst opens into the 
peritoneum, and then a peritonitis destroys the 





patient; or else’fistulous abscesses are formed in 
several directions at once, into the intestine, | 
the urinary and genital organs, and the abdo- | 
rainal walls; and these are followed by death, | 


or very slowly by recovery, Such accidents | 


therefore, appeared to be placed in nearly the 
first position. By the side of the vagina, fixed 
in the upper strait, a round hard tumor, evi- 
dently formed by the head, was felt: it was 
covered by only a soft and thin envelope, and 
the saggital suture could easily be felt. The 
uterus was thrown behind the horizontal ramus 
of the right os pubis, and had undergone no 
other change than that of position. 

On the 2istof August, M. Dubois performed 
the operation, After having introduced a short 
and large speculum into the vagina, he made 
along the tumour a transverse incision, which 
penetrated to the bones of the head; but no 
liquid following, and finding no separation of 
the divided tissues, he feared there might be 
adhesion of the head of the fetus to the lower 
part of the.¢yst, and he had the patient put to 
bed again. On the same evening a fetid pu- 
riform discharge through the vagina took 
place; on the next day there was a little fever; 
on the 24th, nausea, and great tenderness on 
pressure of the abdomen. Leeches, Seidlitz 
water, &c. were ordered. On the 26th there 
was more pain; the bones of the head were 
felt shifiing one upon the other. On the 27th 
several portions of. them were extracted: the 
discharge was very abundant, but was not now 


fetid. On the 6th of September, the bones, 


were extracted with difficulty. Two hours 


after’ there were violent rigors; but the. 


fears which they excited were soon reliev- 
ed, and next day. the patient. got up. Slow- 
ly. walking and injections promoted the de- 
scent and discharge of the other bones; but 
the sac had to be examined again to extract 
some of the long ones. On the 28th of Sep- 
tember the patient went out completely cured. 
—Londin Medical Gazette, from L’Examina- 
feur, Juin 27, 1841. 
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~ Case of Scirrhous Stricture of the (Esophagus, 


with Clinical Remarks at Charing Cross Hospi- 
ial. By Dr. Coowne.—James Upeott, aged 
61, light hair, eyes, and complexion, by trade 
a tailor. He was from sixteen years of age to 
twenty-nine in the navy, and during that time 
lived and drank freely. Since he was twenty- 
nine years of age he has been a sober liver. 
He was admitted into hospital under Dr. 
Chowne on the 6th of August, 1841; he had 
been twice previously in the institution, in 
each instance for pain in the left hypochondri- 
um; and in Soth, after the use of mercurial al- 
teratives and aperient medicines, went out well. 
There does not appear to be any obvious con- 
nection between these illnesses and the disease 
for which he was last admitted. 

In April last he began, without any particu- 
lar pain or disorder, to be sick after taking food; 
this continued, and he obtained admission to 
the hospital on the 6th of August. At that 
time he incessantly threw up every thing he 
took; but the act of doing so was neither pre- 
ceded, accompanied, nor followed by pain. On 
examining the body no fulness or tumour was 
perceptible at the scrobiculns cordis, or else- 
where, nor did pressure give pain. ‘The pulse 
was usually about eighty-six, small and regu- 
lar; skin cool and dry; tongue moderately 
clean; bowels very inactive, but the alvine se- 
cretions natural, This was his general state. 
The sickness came on immediately after swal- 
lowing, and resisted every means used to pre- 
vent it; no applications; internal or external, 
had any permanently good effect; and he gra- 
dually sunk, and died the 5th of September, 
thirty days after hisadmission. He was with- 
out pain to the last, 

After-death Appearances. —The thorax pre- 
sented nothing abnormal, except adhesions be- 
tween the pleura pulmonalis and pleura costa- 
lis; the liver was rather indurated, but not 
particularly altered in size or structure; the 
spleen about a quarter larger than common, 
more firm and more florid, fleshy, and at the 
same *:me granulated in appearance; the blood 
which oozed from it was of a claret colour. 
The pancreas appeared to be much wasted, and 
was So thin as not to be readily recognized ; 
its colour was darker, and more livid than 
common. ‘The esophagus, from its com- 
mencement to the diseased portion, which was 
involved with the cardiac orifice of the sto- 
mach, quite natural in texture and in size. 
Mucous membrane not ulcerated. The termi- 
nation of the esophagus and the cardiac orifice 
were in a scirrhous state. The scirrhous mass 
was about the size of a pigeon’s egg, firm un- 
der the scalpel; the cut surfaces greyish white 
and opake, but containing small circumscribed 
deposits of a darker hue, and rather transpa- 
rent; stomach healthy, but small. Nothing 
remarkable in the other portion of the intesti- 
nal canal. The scirrhous portion was irregular 
in Shape, both ‘externally and internally ; the 























cardiac aperture was all but closed, as it would 
with difficulty admit a crowquill. 

Dr. Chowne observed, that two circumstances 
had tended to embarrass the diagnosis in this 
ease, The first of these consisted in the fact 
that scirrhns, in the situation which it oeey. 
pied in the present instance, frequently gave 
the patient the sensation of positive dysphagia, 
and food was so immediately rejected as to lead 
the patient to feel that it had not descended ; 
but, in the present case, the patient had the 
sensation of having completely swallowed the 
mouthfuls that were taken, although extreme. 
ly little of any thing, even of fluid, could possi- 
bly have passed into the stomach, 

Secondly. Scirrhus generally produced pain 
extending from the region of the scrobiculus 
cordis to the back. In Upcott’s case there 
was no pain. There were, nevertheless, strong 
reasons for considering that the. obstruction 
was at the cardiac orifice ; firstly, the vomiting 
occurred immediately after deglutition; in scir- 
rhus of the stomach itself, and of the pylorus, 
there was generally an interval of about a quar- 
ter of an hour; secondly, the food was thrown 
up in the state in which it had been swallow- 
ed, and mixed with mucus only; im scirrhus of 
the body of the stomach the food was often 
mixed with a blackish fluid, and where the 
disease was situated in the pylorus, the food 
was thrown up more altered by the process of 
digestion, and in larger quantity. 

Thirdly. There was no tumour perceptible 
in the epigastrium; in scirrhus of the pylorus 
a tumour was generally perceived, and in 
scirrhus of the stomach there was also some- 
times a tumour perceptible through the abdo- 
minal parietes. ‘The cesophagus being found 
of its natural calibre at all parts above the dis- 
ease, was in accordance with the circumstances 
of the case. Great diversity was seen in dif- 
ferent cases in the degree of tolerance exercised 
by the esophagus; in some there was a great 
degree of tolerance and consequent dilatation. 
A case was on record in which there had ex- 
isted dysphagia from disease of the cardia ori- 
fice of the stomach; the esophagus became 
distended into a sort of pouch from two inches 
below the pharynx to the diseased part, capa- 
ble of containing two quarts. In a patient un- 
der his own (Dr. Chowne’s) care some time 
since with stricture in the lower part of the 
esophagus, solids taken at intervals and in 
smal! quantities were retained for a considera- 
ble time, but were finally thrown up in masses 
described ‘like penny-pieces piled one upon 
another.” In this case the esophagus was 
somewhat larger than common; in the case of 
Upcott, the tolerance was extremely limited, 
and the esophagus retained its natural size. 
Immediately that the sensation of swallowing 
terminated, that of sickness supervened, and 
what little had been taken was immediately 
ejected. The unfortunate patient took spoon- 
ful after spoonful of broth, egg, wine, and other 
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kinds of nourishment, with the fore-knowledge jeach stool, and had excessive tenesmus and 
that it would not be retained, and with a vessel | occasional prolapsus ani. ‘The abdomen was 
by his side to receive it; his taking nourish- | distended and tympanitic, and intolerable paio 
ment by the mouth, indeed, was analternation | was felt upon the most moderate pressure of 
of deglutition and vomiting ; the vomiting was | the hand, particularly over the right iliae re- 
not only unattended by pain, but was also un-/gion, Her pulse varied from 112 to 120, was 
attended by loss of appetite ; indeed, appetite | sharp, but easily compressed ; skin hot; great 
was extraordinarily, if not morbidly, strong: so | thirst; inappetence ; she was extremely ema- 
great was the yearning for food, that, to use |ciated and excessively weak; her face was 
the poor man’s own description, “if he had not | blanched, and highly swollen about the eyelids; 
had a supply of food at hand, he could searce- | She had no cough, and auscultation elicited no 
ly have refrained from taking again that which | morbid sign, except severe palpitation of the 
had been returned.”? In speaking of the lining | heart from nervous irritation. 
membrane of the esophagus, it was remarked | Her gums were slightly affected from alter- 
that there was no morbid change. It was very | ative doses she had been taking of hydrargy- 
common, however, to find that ulceration had | rum cum creta and Dover's powder before] saw 
taken place in the vicinity of the obstruction; her. We ordered four leeches to be applied 
this was found in mere strictures of the eso-| over the right iliac region where she com- 
phagus, as well as of other parts. When it) plained of much pain, and an enema of chick- 
occurred in the @sophagus, it was sometimes jen broth was administered, from which she 
attributed to the vomiting, although there j obtained temporary relief, but in a few hours 
might be great reason to suspect a predisposi- | the diarrhea and pain returned. The acetate 
tion of a kindred character to that in its neigh-|of lead had been tried in an enema without 
bourhood. In the case of Upco't, the scirrhus any good result, the diarrhea soon recurring 
itself had not proceeded to ulceration, which | with increased violénce, as if the sudden ar- 
might partly explain the healthy state of/|rest of the secretion, without altering the seat 
the upper part of the canal. To this might |of inflammation, had only served to increase 
als» be ‘attribtued the absence of pain in deg-/it, A grain and a half of the nitrate of silver 
lutition. Swallowing, or rather the attempt to|in two ounces of distilled water, with half a 
swallow, where there was scirrhus of the wso-|drachm of the acetous tincture of opium, was 
phagus, was usually a painful effort, particu- | given in the form of enema, and repeated oc- 
larly when spirit was mixed with the aliment; | casionally with marked benefit. The stools 
but Upcott had no pain even from the brandy | were reduced to four in the course of the 
and water which he sometimes took in prefer- | four-and-twenty hours, but the pain still con- 
ence to wine. His mind was perfectly tran- | tinued in the right iliac region. A consulta- 
quil, and he retained his mental faculties, as | tion was proposed, and Sir Henry Marsh was 
was Common in such cases, to the last. ‘called in to see the patient. It was resolved 
London Lancet. {to continue the nitrate, and to give it in the 
form of pills, beginning witha grain dissolved 
On the Internal use of the Nitrate of Silver in| in distilled water, and rubbed up with crumb 
Inflammation of the Intestines. By Joun James | of bread and one quarter of a grain of extract 
Macereccor, M, D., Physician to the South- | of opium in each pill, to be taken every sixth 
Eastern Dispensary, Dublin, &.—L. M., a hour, The improvement which took place 
lady, aged twenty-three, in a most precarious | was gratifying : the stools were reduced to 
State of health for some years, and constantly two in twenty-four hours, and the tenesmus 
requiring medical aid, the uterine and diges- | was much Jessened; blisters were applied to 
tive functions much deranged, whole appear- | the abdomen, and the patient allowed to take 
ance strongly indicative of the existence of la- | broiled meat, wine, asses’ milk with syrup of 
tent tubercie, although no pulmonary symp: jcapillaire, &c. She was now permitted to 
toms had as yet set in, was attacked with di- | leave her room, and take air and exercise in 
arrheea in the month of April, 1840, while on/the garden, fortwo or three hours daily, in a 
a visit tothe country, The bowel complaint! Bath chair. The pain still continuing in the 
continued with slight intermission till tue | iliac regior, an opiate plaster was spread over 
month of June, when, in the middle of the |the abdomen. She slept tolerably well, and 
night, I was sent for, by her medical attend-!continued to improve-under this treatment, 
ant’s advice, to see her. On this occasion she | without regaining much strength, or a return 
was suddenly seized with a violent spasmodic | of her appetite, till the latter end of Septem- 
attack, which, however, soon subsided. My j|ber, The diarrhea had never returned, and 
attention was directed to the state of her bow- | there was little or no uneasiness upon press- 
els, I wasinformed that her stools averaged |ing the abdomen. The stools had assumed 
from six to seven in the course of twenty-four | their natural appearance and consistence. Hay- 
hours: upon examination they proved to be | ing expressed a strong desire to be sent to the 
highly feetid and of a slimy consistence, more | sea-side, her wishes were gratified, and during 
or less mixed with scybala. She complained | her residence there I visited her three or four 
ofmuch pain immediately before and after |times a week. Her spirits were more cheer- 
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ful, but she was very weak and deadly pale. 
Towards the middle of October she complained 
of slight cough, and the palpitations became 
more distressing ; pulse tolerable; sleeps well; 
strongly desirous of life; cough more distress- 
ing; effusion into the chest and cellular mem- 
brane; cough relieved by a blister. She was 
now removed into town at her own desire, 
when the effusion suddenly increased, and to- 
_ wards the end of October she expired without 
a struggle. 


It is necessary to offer but a few observa- 
tions on the above case. ‘The diarrhoea, and 
other symptoms otf diseased intestine, yielded 
almost immediately to the nitrate of silver, af- 
ter having for two months resisted the whole 
catalogue of astringent medicines ; and what 
is remarkable, from the month of June till Oc- 
tober, when she died, never returned, She 
continued to take the pills to the last, without 
suffering any inconvenience from them. In 
this case of phthisis the late supervention of 
the pulmonary symptoms proves the correct- 
ness of the diagnosis at the period when they 
were entirely absent. 


Case 2.—Patrick Rorke, aged twenty-one, 
tall and narrow-chested, high-shouldered, trade 
a shoemaker, applied for advice at the South- 
Eastern Dispensary in the month of July, 
1840. He complained of an acute pain in 
his right side, which was increased upon tak- 
ing a full inspiration; severe and hollow 
cough ; copious yellow expectoration, streaked 
with blood; had been obliged to relinquish 
work from extreme weakness; had distressing 
dyspneea and palpitation; lost flesh considera- 
bly; bad appetite; pulse 120, but compressi- 

te; most distressing diarrhea and _ night- 
sweats. 


I visited this patient at his own house, and 
discovered a large cavity beneath the clavicle 
in the upper lobe of the right lung. Hecould 
not bear the slightest pressure over the abdo- 
men, and was on the night-chair every twenty 
minutes. A few leeches were ordered to the 
abdomen, with fomentations of poppy-heads 
and extract of belladonna. He was ordered to 
take a pill, composed of one grain of nitrate of 
silver, a quarter of a grain of extract of opium, 
and three grains of compound cinnamon-pow- 
der, every three hours. Upon the following day 
I found the stools had been reduced to four in 
the course of the twenty-four hours, and that 
he had slept better than for some weeks. He 
was allowed broiled mutton and porter: the 
night-sweats were also diminished, I saw 
him two or three times a week for nearly a 
month, during which time the diarrhea had 
not returned, the stools being reduced to two 
in the four-and-twenty hours, without any 
pain, The cough remained stationary, and 
by my advice the patient went to the country, 
after which Il never again heard of him. 


had been tried, the relief obtained from the ni- 
trate of silver was immediate. 





Case 3. Ordinary Chronic Diarrhea,—Mary 
Srenan, aged forty, has had a most distressing 
diarrhea for four months, for which she has 
been in hospital, and under the care of several 
medical men, without obtaining the slightest 
relief, She attributes the complaint to her 
having eat too much new vegetables. She 
was ordered to take the nitrate of silver, with 
watery extract of opium, in the proportions al- 
ready mentioned. 12th August, she thought 
they disagreed with her, and increased the 
number of stools, I told her, however, to 
persevere, and on the following day she had 
only two stools. On the 14th the bowels re- 











In the above case no astringents nor opiates 


mained unmoved. 15th, one stool ; appetite 
much improved, I did not see her again for 
a week, when she was quite well, 


Case 4.—May 5, 1840, John Boordman, 
aged sixty-four, florid complexion, by trade a 
weaver, applied for relief at St. Peter’s Dis- 
pensary, Stated, he had diarrhea for the last 
eighteen months; going to stool at least a 
dozen times in the twenty-four hours, About 
a year and a half ago he had been operated 
upon by Mr, Colles, at Stephen’s Hospital, for 
a tumour of the scalp, and was immediately 
after seized with a bowel complaint, which to 
the, present period had resisted every means 
tried by medical men in England and Ireland ; 
his trade sometines obliging him to visit the 
former country. He complained of no pain’; 
and his stools were watery, and of a dark 
brown colour; very fetid; no admixture of 
blood or scybale ; no gastric symptoms ; urine 
greatly diminished in quantity He was or- 
dered, 


Nitrate of silver, gr. xij; 
Watery extract of opium, gr. ij ; 
Extract of gentian, gr. xvilj. 


To be made into twelve pills ; one to be taken 
after every liquid stool. 

May 9th, he called on me, and stated he 
was much better; his stools were reduced from 
twelve to two daily; quantity of urine much 
increased. ‘The pills were ordered to be con- 
tinued, 

15th, continues much better; stools two in 
the twenty-four hours, still dark-coloured and 
serous, 

Aug. 10th, I did not see him again till this 
date, when he called on me, as I had desired 
him: remains perfectly well; has but one stool 
in the four-and-twenty hours. 

Observation.—I was afraid of dropsy setting 
in in this case after the diarrhcea was checked, 
both from the long continuance and great quan- 
tity of the serous discharge, which was so sud- 
denly arrested by the employment of the ni- 
trate of silver, from a notion I had conceived 
that it was an effort of the constitution which 
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might not permit any interference with impu- 
nity. ‘The result, however, removed my ap- 
prehensions, especially as the kidneys resum- 
ed their natural function. I have no doubt that 
chronic inflammation of the bowels was the 
cause of the diarrhcea, both in this and the 
preceding case. 


Case. 5--John Taafe, aged 27, by trade a saw- 
yer, dark hair and sallow complexion, had se- 
veral attacks of hemoptysis, which were all re- 
lieved by venesectiou and acetate of lead; a 
well-marked cavity under left clavicle; dis- 
tressing cough; emaciation, and profuse diar- 
rheea, attended with severe griping pains dur- 
ing stools, and mixed with scybale and clots 
of blood, This man had colica pictonum, from 
the use of the acetate of lead; which was re- 
moved by repeated doses of sulphate of mag- 
nesia, sulphuric acid, and distilled water. ‘The 
diarrhea, however, did not occur for two 
months afterwards. 


On the 25th of August, 1840, he applied for 
relief ; 1 found himin amost miserable state of 
debility, from pain and exhaustion; his stools 
amounting to thirty in the four and twenty hours; 
he was reduced toa skeleton, and every particle 
of food he swallowed compelled him instantly 
to go tostool. I ordered him a grain of the 
hitrate of silver, with half a grain of the wat- 
ery extract of opium, to be taken every three 
hours, and a belladonna and opiate plaster,over 
the abdomen. He was ordered chicken, and 
one part of lime-water to two of boiled asses’ 
milk with,syrup of capillaire, 


On the 26th I found him much refreshed and 
im better spirits ; he had only four stools in the 
twenty-four hours, and had got several hours 
of interrupted sleep, 


He went on favorably, without any return of 
of the diarrhea, till he omitted taking the pills 
for some days, when it again recurred, but not 
with such severity. | ordered him one- 
twelfth of a grain of strychnine, with half a 
grain of extract of opium; to be repeated after 
each stool, 


On the 10th of September, no diarrhea ; 
was able to sit up in bed, and felt much light- 
er; but towards night he suddenly expired, 
from an attack of profuse hemoptoe, brought 
on by a fit of coughing, 


It would take up too much space, and would, 
in other respects, ve useless to prolong this se- 
lection of cases : as those | have chosen, from 
several noted down, sufficiently attest the 
power of the nitrate of silver in the diarrhea 
attendant upon inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines, whether of a sec- 
ondary or primary nature. It is, however, in 
affording relief in the bowel complaint attend- 
ant on phthisis that I consider it particularly 
valuable, and in no single case thatI have 
tried it was I disappointed, In a few the dis- 


ease, after being at first benefitted, recurred 
again; but in almost all I found it to allay the 
pain and distressing tenesmus, and effectually 
arrest the alvine discharges, and thus afford 
days and weeks of ease and comfort to the suf- 
fering patient. 


London Lancet. 


We have used the nitrate of silver rather 
largely in the treatment of dysentery, and 
especially of the chronic variety of it. Although 
with other medicines it is by no means infal- 
lible, itis often most successfal. One mode 
is to begin with a quarter of a grain three 
times daily and gradually increase it; say, 
doubling it every second day, until we reach 
a grain at adose. If it should be necessary 
to persevere in it, the best plan would be to give 
the doses a little more frequently. Of course, 
constant attention should be paid to its action, 
and if the tongue become much more dry, or 
the stomach painful, the silver should be dis- 
continued, or at least suspended, 





Exhibitions of small doses of Mercury io ef- 
fect Ptyalism, By Joun H. Tosswitt, one of 
the Surgeons to the Leicester General Dispen- 
sary.—-Having read a paper in the Lancet of 
last week by Mr, Clay, on the exhibition of 
small doses of mercury in effecting ptyalism, 
I have been induced to offer a few remarks, the 
result of my own observations in the applica- 
tion of the same remedial means, I do not 
think it necessary to enter fully into the symp- 
toms and treatment of the cases which have 
come under my Care, but merely to bring before 
your readers that part relating to the exhibition 
of mercury in small doses. My attention was 
first called to the subject by reading a commu- 
nication by Dr. Law, in one of the Dublin 
medical journals about twelve months since, 
in which that gentleman spoke highly of the 
beneficial effects resulting from frequently re- 
peated and minute doses of calomel in pro- 
ducing rapid constitutional effects. Posses- 
sing, at that time, nurnerous opportunities as 
visiting assistant to a large dispensary at Co- 
ventry, | determined on making a trial of the 
statements I had read. My first case was that 
of a young female, named Heywood, of deli- 
cate constitution, who applied for advice, la- 
bourimg under an attack of pleurisy. Having 
bled her, and administered the usual medicines, 
she was ordered to keep in bed, and to have 
calomel, two grains; liquorice powder, q. s.: 
to be made into twenty-four pills: take one 
every hour, night and day, Having persevered 
in this treatment until she had taken two grains 
and .a-half of mercury, she was obliged to dis- 





continue their use, her mouth and gums being 
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rendered painfully sore; so that; in this in- 
stance, in thirty hours, with confinement to the 
bed and after bleeding, my patient was suffi- 
ciently and decided!y under the influence of 
the treatmet. The next case, of which I pos- 
sess notes, was one of quinsy. ‘The patient, 
Mrs. Marr, ztat. 22, a dress-maker, of pletho- 
ric habit and sanguine temperament. Having 
applied leeches to the throat, and ordered other 
medicines, she had given calomel, two grains; 
sugar, q. 8s.: divide into twenty-four powders; 
take one every hour. In this instance, nearly 
five grains have been taken before any sign of 
ptyalism was produced, and, as may have been 
anticipated, after the lapse of forty-eight hours, 
the patient became weary of taking her pow- 
ders with the regularity I had insisted on; yet, 
having taken five grains, her gums became af- 
fected, and I discontinued the use of the pow- 
ders. More lately, as one of the surgeons to 
the large dispensary of this town, opportunities 
have occurred for my again recurring to this 
mode of treatment, 


Thomas Kinsey, about 40, by trade a stock- 
ing-maker, of thin, spare habit and bilious tem- 
perament, applied to me for advice, suffering 
from acute inflammation of the liver. Having 
taken about eight ounces of blood from him, 
and administered a purgative mixture, he was 
ordered to have two grains of calomel, to be 
made into twenty-four pills, with liquorice 
powder, and to take one every hour. ‘The pa- 
tient attended regularly to my directions, and 
havicg taken five grains, the mercury was dis- 
continued, the gums having become sore, and 
the effect of the medicine completely establish- 
ed, he was subsequently ordered a blister over 
the region of the liver, and rapidly became 
convalescent, 


The only other instance in which I have 
lately had an opportunity of making trial of 
small doses of mercury, was in the case of an 
excavator, named Moore. ‘The patient was 
strong and very muscular; he complained of 
acute pain in the region of the right kidney, 
increased on pressure, with rheumatic pains in 
the joints, Ordered to be cupped on the loins 
to six ounces; and, in addition to other reme- 
dies, to have three grains of calomel made into 
thirty-six pills, with liquorice powder; to take 
one every hour, On visiting my patient the 
following day, I was surprised to find that two 
grains and a sixth of calomel, or twenty-six 
pills, which he had taken, had produced de- 
cided ptyalism; he was therefore ordered to 
discontinue their further use. From the limi- 
ted number of cases which I have treated in 
this way, | should have forborne making any 
observations on the subject in a public journal, 
had I not thought them confirming Mr, Clay’s 
views, and as such I beg to offer them, coin- 
ciding as I do with that gentleman, and feel- 
ing convinced that small doses of mercury, 
frequently repeated, are more rapidly effica- 





cious than large ones, administered at long in- 
tervals, 
Lancet, 


We have not tried this practice precisely, 
but have at times adopted one very similar— 
giving an eighth of a grain of calomel every 
two hours. We believe that a much smaller 
dose than that usually prescribed would be 
sufficient to excite ptyalism. 
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INTERMENTS in the City and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, from the 4th to the 11th of De- 
cember. 






































2 = 2 £ 
Diseases. - & Diseases. 2 = 
9 S L : 
Asthma, 1 0 Brought forward,36 36 
Apoplexy 1 0\Inflammation of 
Burns, 0 1! the Peritoneum,0 1 
Casualty, 1 0Oj){nanition, 0 1 
Croup, 0 2|Marasmus, 1 2 
Compound fracture ({Maniaa Potu, 1 0 
of Skull, 1 0 Neglect and expo- 
Consumption of sure, 1 0 
the lungs, 11 1 Old age, 6 0 
Convulsions, 1 6/Paralysis of the 
Constipation, 1 0 Lungs, 1 0 
Diarrhea, 1 0 Pleurisy, 1 0 
Dropsy, 2 OSmall pox, 2 5 
Head, 0 2Still-born, 0 5 
Breast, 0 1 Tabes Mesente- 
Disease of the | rica, 01 
Brain, 3 1 —_— 
Dysentery, 3 1 Total; 97—52 45 
Debility 0 1 | 
Effusion onbrain,0 1; Of the above, there 
Fever, 0 ljwere under 1 year, 28 
Congestive,1 0 From lto2 6 
—— Typhus, 1 0. 2to 5 5 
—— Typhoid, 2 0 5to1l0 4 
Scarlet, 0 4 10 to 15 =O 
Gangrene of | 15 to 20 2 
lungs, 1 O 20 to 30 138 
Inflammation of 30 to 40 10 
the Brain, i eet 40 to 50 «7 
Bronchi, O 3 50 to 60 6 
Lungs, 6 1 60 to 70 5 
—— Stomach, 0 1 70 to 80 =5 
Bowels, 0 2 80 to 90 «=(5 
—— Liver, 1 0, 90to1l00 1 
iors, biel — 
Carried forward, 36 36'Total, 97 


Of the above there were 9 from the alms- 
house, and 12 people of colour, which are 
included in the total amount, 


